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Agenda

• Background

• Ministry Level Changes: WLRS Update related 
to MKMA

• Regional Management Committee 
Revitalization & Provincial Coordination

• Land Use Planning Complexity – Liard 
Collaborative Stewardship Forum

• Forest Carbon Offset Projects & Planning

• Aligning Board and Provincial Strategic 
Direction
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Background

• The Muskwa-Kechika Management Area 
(MKMA) is 6,380,000 ha 

• There are 458 Mineral Tenures* that 
intersect with the MKMA

• 15 First Nations areas of interest overlap the 
MKMA

• 73% of Kwadacha, 48% of FNFN and 
42% of PRFN

• Range from 0.1% to 73%
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* note: Gitxaala v. British Columbia (Chief Gold 
Commissioner), 2023 BCSC 1680



Ministry Level Changes: WLRS Update related to 
MKMA

• October 19th public announcement on ‘Transfer of natural resource ministerial 
responsibilities’
• Staff remain in their current units; no layoffs
• New draft Org Charts in December
• Copies of the WLRS/FOR ‘placemat’ available

• Building capacity to respond to increasing complexity in wildlife management:
• Wildlife management - increasingly complex (e.g., climate change impacts)
• Partnership with First Nations - sustainability of the resource and broader 

ecosystems.
• Consolidating fish and wildlife allocation & implementing ‘Together for Wildlife’, etc.

• Summary:
• WLRS - decisions for land, water, hunting and fishing
• FOR - decisions for forestry, range and archaeology
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Ministry Level 
Changes: WLRS 
Update related 

to MKMA



Regional Management Committee (RMC) 
Revitalization & Provincial Coordination

RMC Revitalization – cross sector improvements & 
NRS support.

• Focus resources on the highest priorities of 
the NRS as a whole;
• Align policy and programs with Indigenous 

priorities and regional reconciliation strategies 
(RPIE);

• Support NRS ministries to develop 
agreements with First Nations (G2Gs);
• Agreement delivery (Consensus, BRFN IA); and 

• Ensure cumulative effects are properly 
assessed and managed across all NRS 
ministries.

BC RMC Network

Quarterly Board-RMC Meetings
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Regional Management Committee Revitalization 
& Provincial Coordination
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NE RMC Secretariat (WLRS)

T8/BRFN Agreement Implementation & 
Coordination

Area Based Approach/ Regional 
Priorities for Indigenous Engagement 

(RPIE)

TLE/TLA Land 
Transfers

Caribou Partnership Agreement/ 
Caribou Management

G2G Negotiations 

Indigenous 
Stewardship Forum

Indigenous Funding 
Program (IFP)

Regional Land use 
Planning

Negotiation MandateScoping Mandate

Together 4 Wildlife

NE RMC Core
James Cuell (WLRS) (ex officio)
Karrilyn Vince (FOR)
Dale Morgan (MIRR)
Chris Pasztor (EMLI)
Mike Shepard (OGC)
Ed Hoffman (ENV)
Shane Ford (WLRS)

NE RMC Associates
FOR, AF, EAO, ENV (COS, BC 
Parks, EPD), GCPE, JEDI, OGC, 
WLRS, MIRR, MOTI

NE RMC Ad Hoc 
Subcommittees

Full RMC
Natural Resource Secretariat 
Coordinator of Coordinators

Public & Industry 
Information Forums

(e.g., BC Hydro)

BC-T8-BRFN External 
Implementation Table

EDs, ADMs & Ministry Exec
(e.g., NEEC)

Muskwa-Kechika Advisory 
Board



Forest Carbon Offset Projects & Planning
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• Forest carbon offsets - discussed at land use planning 
tables as a non-extractive revenue source.

• Revenue to First Nations & funding of conservation 
and management areas in BC. 

• Approximately seventy First Nations have expressed 
interest in developing carbon offset projects. 

• Trend represents a shift of revenue from forest 
operations to revenue from carbon offsets
• Reduces the potential cumulative effects of extraction 

activities.



Forest Carbon Offset Projects & Planning
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• Forest carbon offset projects require:

• ‘Exclusive’ right to the atmospheric benefits - ABA

• Project ‘additionality’ - carbon retention/increase 
that would not have happened without the 
project (e.g., why BC Parks are ineligible)

• A defined zone and objective that validates the 
project

• Land use planning processes and forest tenure 
opportunities are increasingly having to address this 
non-extractive approach. 
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